
One thing that I really appreciate about my roles as Mayor and MP is meeting so 
many of the selfless volunteers who contribute so much to our community.  
 
There are so many ways that people contribute to our community, through 
organisations like Meals on Wheels, Landcare, school canteens, sporting clubs and 
many “invisible” ways.  
 
This year was the 20th annual Clean Up Australia day and once again there was a 
tremendous turnout by people keen to contribute some effort to a good cause. 
 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service has twice-yearly volunteer bush regeneration 
days at Pulbah Island. This typically attracts around 70 people for the morning’s work 
– including a free morning tea. The project has made great progress at removing 
weeds from the island. 
 
There is still a great need for contributing to traditional organisations, but the nature 
of volunteering has changed for many people. The Centre for Volunteering has found 
that over 20% of volunteers are seeking job skills and 15% of people are interested in 
short-term opportunities. Approximately 20% of new volunteers use the Internet to 
find a “host” organisation. 
 
A growing difficulty being found by some organisations is the more complicated legal 
issues facing volunteer groups as well as new responsibilities, such as providing 
training for volunteers. 
 
It’s a well known saying that “time is money,” so I encourage readers to think about 
the real value of contributing volunteer time to any deserving cause. Our 
communities would be very much poorer without the many volunteers operating in a 
wide range of areas of need.  While I know that they don’t seek our gratitude, they 
greatly deserve it. 



 


