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School zone flashing lights for Toronto High School

Member for Lake Macquarie, Greg Piper today announced new-generation flashing lights and
electronic alert system technology will be installed at Toronto High School.

“This is the next stage in the Government'’s four-year, $46.5 million roll out of this
new technology,” Mr Piper said.

The new technology is expected to be installed by the middle of this year.

“I'm pleased that Toronto High has been selected to receive this technology,” Mr Piper
said.

“These school zones were chosen using criteria including, but not limited to, traffic
volumes, vehicle speeds, pedestrian activity and crash history.

“This state-of-the-art technology has been shown to slow drivers down and will increase
safety for pupils on Awaba Road as they make their way to or from school.

“This new technology was found to be highly visible and effective at slowing people
down.”

The $46.5 million program is funded by school zone speed cameras.

“School zones are there to keep our children safe. There is no excuse for speeding,
especially through a school zone,” Mr Piper said.

“If you don't speed through a school zone, you won't have a problem.”

Flashing lights are just one component in improving school road safety.

Al2-week evaluation of the hew-generation flashing lights in the first half of 2007 found:
» Motorists slowed down an average of 7.4km/h as they entered the school zones;

¢ An extra 20 per cent of motorists stuck to the 40km/h school zone speed limit compared
to before the lights were installed, meaning 60 per cent of motorists drove at or below the
speed limit;

e The electronic warning systems used in the trial achieved a 98.2 per cent reliability
rating. The flashing lights are equipped with back-to-base monitoring.

“This technology is working and slowing down drivers in school zones,” Mr Piper said.



